
OCTOBER 8 BOARD MEETING REPORT 
 
Marty was the only board member absent.  Action taken was on a 6-0 vote 
unless noted otherwise. 
 
7:00 P.M.     REGULAR MEETING 
 
AUDIENCE WITH THE BOARD 
Delbert Armbrust asked the board to reconsider the maximum speed limit for 
buses.   
 
REPORTS 
BOE – Jeff Parker shared that the SHESC Legislative Luncheon will be held 
on Thursday, November 15.  Jamie Bradley reported that the CPTA Carnival 
held on October 6 was a success. 
 
Mrs. Sprinkle – Her report included:  staff goals have been submitted through 
MyLearningPlan; she will be attending the Fall Assessment Conference on 
November 5-7; the School Improvement Council met and discussed the 
Parent Involvement Plan, Behavior Expectation Plan, Families, School Lunch 
Program and potential “shoe Swap”; Roundtable discussions with 4th – 6th 
grade students; Bigs and Littles will be starting soon; and student activities.  
 
Mrs. Wildeman – Her report included: character education activities planned 
by the Cardinals Rock committee; October and November in-service dates 
will concentrate on the new common core standards; Student Council had a 
busy week with homecoming activities; and a meeting for juniors, seniors and 
their parents at 7:00 p.m. with Athletic Directors of KWU and CCCC to 
explain the recruitment process and to answer questions (this is an 
informational meeting and not a recruiting meeting). 
 
Mr. Minneman – His report included:  information on the Kansas Educator 
Evaluation Protocol (KEEP) which is an approved system that meets the 
requirements of the ESEA waiver; SHESC Legislative Luncheon on 
November 15; KASB Annual Convention in Topeka; post season 
assignments for volleyball and cross country; and dates that he will be 
attending meetings out of the district before the next meeting. 
 
BUSINESS 
Changes in Calendar—The following changes in this year’s calendar were 
approved.  Monday January 21 from a Student Contact Day to an In-Service 
Day in order for us to participate in a joint In-Service Day with NCAA schools 
at Southeast of Saline.  If we qualify for state volleyball then Monday, 
November 26, will be changed from a Student Contact Day to an In-Service 
Day which will replace the scheduled In-Service Day of October 26. 
Approve New Hire—Emeryld Wills was approved as a Title I Math/Reading 
teaching assistant. 
Accept Resignation—Brenda Bockenstette’s resignation as the District 
Office Administrative Assistant effective October 17 was accepted. 
Board Policy Updates—Since this was the first reading no action was taken.  
They will be brought back in November for possible action. 
Board Goals—The board reviewed the goals.  No action was taken and they 
will be brought back in November. 
 
There were no Executive Sessions.     The meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m. 
 
The next regular meeting will be Monday, November 12 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
District Office in Brookville.  If anyone wishes to have an item added to the 
agenda, please contact President Jeff Parker, Vice-President Geena Kejr or 
the District Office two weeks prior to the meeting. 
 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

Monday, October 1, 2012 
 
The Ell-Saline Elementary School Improvement Council met Oct. 1, 2012, in 
the ESE Meeting Room.  In attendance were: Dana Sprinkle, Kathy 

Randolph, Mitch Drees, Michelle Schrock, Rhonda McDaneld, Robyn Parker, 
Margaret Shaver, Kim Parks, Susan Stateham, Melissa Wessel and Pam Dodd. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairperson Kathy Randolph.  
The first item of business was to select a new Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson 
and Secretary.  Rhonda McDaneld is the new Chairperson, Vice-Chair is Kim 
Parks, and Secretary is Pam Dodd. Robyn Parker will be rotating off the SIC.  
Thank you Robyn for many years of service! 
 
Dana Sprinkle reported that the template for the Parent Involvement Plan was 
complete.  The only remaining item was an attachment piece for parent 
volunteer help opportunities.  This would include CPTA, school-sponsored or 
classroom opportunities.  Those in attendance divided into groups to brainstorm 
events for each month to be compiled by Mrs. Sprinkle and added to the 
template.    
 
Parents in attendance were asked to give feedback regarding the School-Wide 
Behavior Expectation Plan.  All was positive. 
 
Susan Stateham shared information with parents about the ESE “Family” 
groups.  Others shared positive feedback regarding the same.  
 
Other business included discussion about providing a “PE shoes” swap 
sometime in Jan. or Feb., when children have out grown them to save on 
expenses for parents.  Another item discussed was the new school lunch 
program. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.     Next meeting is Jan. 7, 2013, at 6:00 p.m. 
 

MONTHLY PARENT LEARNING TIPS #6 
RECOGNIZE EARLY WARNING SIGNS OF SCHOOL FAILURE 

Taken from RMC Research Corporation. 
 
How will you know if your child is making good progress in reading and writing?  
What are some early signs that will tell you that your child is having trouble in 
school?  Here are some hints to help you recognize these problems: 
 
Watch for the following signs: 

 Your child doesn’t want to go to school in the morning. 

 Your child squints or has trouble seeing books close up or objects far 
away. 

 Your child doesn’t want to do his or her homework. 

 Your child is skipping school. 

 Your child is not bringing home notes from school. 

 Your child is becoming a behavior problem at school. 

 Your child is bringing home poor grades. 

 
If you notice any of the above warning signs, what should you do? 

 Call the school.  Ask your child’s teacher how well he or she is progressing 
in acquiring the basic reading and writing skills. 

 Ask the teacher what you can do to help your child learn these skills. 

 Ask that the school nurse test your child’s eyes and ears to make sure that 
vision or hearing is not causing a problem. 

 Make an appointment to visit your child’s classroom to observe. 

 Ask the teacher to mail home important notes or arrange to pick up your 
child’s notes at school once a week. 

 Ask the teacher for frequent progress reports on your child. 

 Have the school attendance office call you immediately if your child is 
marked absent. 

 Continue to stress the importance of education and support the school in 
any comments you make to your child. 

 Offer to help your child with homework – but don’t do all the work yourself. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Check for changes at www.ellsaline.org 

Nov. 1 All Saints Day 
Nov. 2 ACT Test Registration Deadline 
Nov. 2 TBA HS FB Regionals 
Nov. 3 HS KMEA Auditions 
Nov. 4 Daylight Saving Time Ends 
Nov. 5 HS Buffer Week Begins 
Nov. 5 FFA @ Salina 
Nov. 6 7:00 HS HOA League Instrumental Music Honors @ Trinity 
Catholic 
Nov. 6 Election Day 
Nov. 8 7:00 5-6 Band/Vocal Program at Ell-Saline Elementary 
Nov. 9 TBA HS FB Sectionals 
Nov. 11 End of HS Buffer Week 
Nov. 11 Veteran’s Day 
Nov. 12 NO SCHOOL—Teacher In-Service Day 
Nov. 12 Winter Sports Practice Begins 
Nov. 12 7:00 BOE Meeting at Ell-Saline District Office 
Nov. 12 Veteran’s Day—Observed 
Nov. 13 MS Winter Sports/Cheerleader Pictures 
Nov. 13 4:00 MS BB Trinity Catholic @ ES 

Nov. 14 Elementary Fall Picture Retakes 
Nov. 15 FFA @ Linn 
Nov. 15 7:00 7-12 Fall Concert at Ell-Saline Middle/High School 
Nov. 16 TBA HS FB Sub-State 
Nov. 19 6:30 CPTA Meeting at Ell-Saline Elementary 
Nov. 20 5:00 MS BB @ Wilson 
Nov. 21 NO SCHOOL—Thanksgiving Break 
Nov. 22 NO SCHOOL—Thanksgiving Day 
Nov. 23 NO SCHOOL—Thanksgiving Break 
Nov. 24 TBA HS FB State 
Nov. 27 HS Winter Sports/Cheerleader/Dance Pictures 
Nov. 27 HS Winter Sports Parents Meeting 
Nov. 27 5:00 HS Girls BB Scrimmage 
Nov. 27 6:00 HS Boys BB Scrimmage 
Nov. 28 FFA @ Chapman 
Nov. 29 4:00 MS BB @ Marion 
Nov. 30 4:30 HS BB Trinity Catholic @ ES 
Nov. 30 Fall State Recognition 
Dec. 1 TBA HS KMEA Band/Choir @ Manhattan 
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FFA AGRICULTURAL SALES 
 

Amber Bird, Brittany Clancy, Justin Schmutz, and Michael Pieschl, members 
of the FFA participated in agricultural sales competition in Clay Center. All 
four members had to take an ag sales test, sell a product of their choice in 
the individual sales category, and as a team sell Purina Mills horse and cattle 
feed. The Ell-Saline FFA chapter received 4th place as a team facing chap-
ters from all over North Central Kansas. Michael Pieschl placed 9th in individ-
ual sales and Justin Schmutz placed 5th in individual sales. 
 
The Ell-Saline FFA is conducting its annual Holiday Food Drive to benefit the 
community.  We are asking that you bring in as many cans of fruit, vegeta-
bles and soup as possible.  Boxes of stuffing and instant potatoes are also 
items of need.  Deadline for food items is November 7.  Please drop off at 
the school or notify Mr. Weis for pick-up.  Your help is greatly appreciated. 
 
The Ell-Saline FFA is conducting its annual Holiday Fruit, Meat and Cookie 
Sale.  Contact a FFA member to get your order in.  You can email Mr. Weis 
at vlweis@ellsaline.org.  Deadline is November 7th. 
 

FAMILY FUN AND FITNESS 
 
The Wellness Committee joined the Olympian “Going For the Gold” 
Carnival  as they  hosted a Family Fun and Fitness event during the 
CPTA Carnival.  An Active Fitness game was lead by Nathan Burgess, 
Kelsey Burgess & Bob Walters.  This Competition consisted of timed 
ballistic cups, timed rock climbing and basket ball shooting- the best out 
of ten shots.  Becky Walters and Susan Reiff lead in nutrition games of 
Who wants to be a Foodinair and What’s on My Plate.  All competitors 
and parents enjoyed healthy fresh Apples, Pears and Oranges.  Volun-
teer Makayla Pierce also helped serve up “Create your Own Healthy 
Trail Mix”, scoops of whole grain cereal, raisins, dry roasted peanuts 
and pretzels were the choices.  This Opportunity was funded through a 
grant from the US Dept. of Agriculture/ Kansas Nutrition Education As-
sociation, with matching funds from the CPTA.  Thank you CPTA for 
allowing us to join you, the students and parents in “Going for the Gold”.   
 
Submitted by Becky Walters 
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