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AUGUST 12 BOARD MEETING REPORT
All board members were present. Action taken was on a 7-0
vote unless noted otherwise.

6:45P.M. BUDGET HEARING
The budget was approved as presented.

7:00 P.M. REGULAR MEETING

AUDIENCE WITH THE BOARD: None

REPORTS

Parents as Teachers (PAT) — Christy Mai, PAT educator, re-
ported on the activities that were held during the summer and
that the program continues to grow as she has a waiting list of
families wanting to be in the program. She also introduced
Courtney Friesen who will be working with her this year and
will take over our program next year.

SRO Jerry Hammonds introduced himself to the board.
BOE - None

Mrs. Sprinkle — Her report included: Elementary theme of
“TEAM ESE - Together ESE Achieves More”; listing of new
staff and one open position of Part-Time At-Risk Math para;
Common Core; 30 in-district kindergarten students which is a
larger in-district number than we have ever had; Bal-A-Vis-X
training; upcoming In-Service Days activities; and Back-to-
School and Class Conference nights;

Mrs. Wildeman — Her report included: IDL Spanish delivery
system; cheerleader participation; and para positions.

Mr. Minneman — His report included: District theme of
“TEAM ELL-SALINE” - Together EIll-Saline Achieves
More”; district enrollment which is very close to last year; ve-
hicle inspections; bus routes; beginning of school activities;
and dates that he will be attending meetings out of the district
before the next meeting.

BUSINESS

Approve New Hires—The following were approved: Kim
Parks, 1% grade teacher; Lynn Davis, Board Clerk effective
November 1; Brandon Toll, HS Asst. Football Coach; Norm
Jennings, Asst. MS Football Coach; Nikki Davenport, Dance
Team; Jim Proseus, HS Title Math para; and Danielle White,
HS IDL Spanish para.

Approve Out-of-District Students—The list of out-of-district
students was approved as presented and the board upheld the
decision of the administration in denying the privilege of some
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out-of-district students from last year to attend this year.

Student Random Drug Testing Recommendation—The following
sentence was approved for addition to the student random drug
testing policy. “For all positive results, the school administrator
will determine the appropriateness of the events/activities that the
student will miss based on their past participation and/or prior
commitment to the event/activities.”

Staff Recognition Night—No action was taken but it was the con-
sensus of the board to continue recognizing all new staff mem-
bers and those returning at their multiple of 5-year anniversaries.
The date this year is Friday, September 20.

There were two Executive Sessions (Student Matter, Personnel).
The meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m.

The next regular meeting will be Monday, September 9 at 7:00
p.m. in the District Office in Brookville. If anyone wishes to
have an item added to the agenda, please contact President Jeff
Parker, Vice-President Marty Kramer or the District Office two
weeks prior to the meeting.

2013-2014 BOARD OF EDUCATION

Your Board of Education provides grassroots governance

of your schools. The boards main role is in creating an
educational vision for your students and setting policy that
will allow for the vision to be met. It is also responsible for
assuring that the budget is being used to its fullest in pro-
viding a good return on the investment. Pictured above
are your USD 307 Board of Education members: Front
Row — left to right: Michelle Cooper, Cheryl Higgins;
Back Row — left to right: Mitch Drees, Jeff Parker,
Marty Kramer, John Fouard, Jamie Bradley. When you
see these individuals tell them that his or her hard work is
truly appreciated.



Raising Readers: Tips for Parents 3-2-1 Strategy

Strategies to Support Comprehension

Comprehension is the purpose for reading. To support comprehension development at-home, teachers can share the 3-2-1 and Read,
Cover, Remember, Retell strategies with parents. The 3-2-1 strategy can also be used to discuss a television program, movie, or unit
of study at school. For example, a parent could say, “Let’s do 3-2-1 for your Social Studies unit at school. What are 3 things you
discovered from this unit? What are 2 things you found interesting? What is 1 question you still have?” This strategy builds compre-
hension and provides an opportunity to review content. Parents can easily implement this strategy while helping their children with
homework involving reading textbooks, studying for tests, and even at the dinner table as they reflect on the school day.
http://www.cedu.niu.edu/ltcy/literacyclinic/raisingReaders/StrategiesToSupportComprehension.pdf

Read, Cover, Remember, Retell Strategy

READ only as much as your hand can cover.

COVER the words with your hand.

REMEMBER what you have just read. (It is okay to take another look).
RETELL what you just read inside your head or to a partner.

When parents start to use the Read, Cover, Remember, Retell strategy with their children, they can apply it consistently as they work
through a piece of text, paragraph-by-paragraph. With more practice, children can retell the information in their own heads which
will support their comprehension development.
http://www.cedu.niu.edu/ltcy/literacyclinic/raisingReaders/StrategiesToSupportComprehension.pdf

Ways for Parents to Encourage Reading

The following are some ways to turn a young reader's reluctance into enthusiasm:

1. Scout for things your children might like to read. Use their interests and hobbies as starting points.

2. Leave all sorts of reading materials including books, magazines, and colorful catalogs in conspicuous places around your home.

3. Notice what attracts your children's attention, even if they only look at the pictures. Then build on that interest; read a short selec-
tion aloud, or simply bring home more information on the same subject.

4. Let your children see you reading for pleasure in your spare time.

5. Take your children to the library regularly. Explore the children's section together. Ask a librarian to suggest books and magazines
your children might enjoy.

6. Present reading as an activity with a purpose; a way to gather useful information for, say, making paper airplanes, identifying a
doll or stamp in your child's collection, or planning a family trip.

7. Encourage older children to read to their younger brothers and sisters. Older children enjoy showing off their skills to an admiring
audience.

8. Play games that are reading-related. Check your closet for spelling games played with letter tiles or dice, or board games that re-
quire players to read spaces, cards, and directions.

9. Perhaps over dinner, while you're running errands, or in another informal setting, share your reactions to things you read, and en-
courage your children to do likewise.

10. Set aside a regular time for reading in your family, independent of schoolwork, the 20 minutes before lights out, just after dinner,
or whatever fits into your household schedule. As little as 10 minutes of free reading a day can help improve your child's skills and
habits.

Hello! Helpful App Ideas

Welcome back to an amazing year at Ell-Saline Ele- rt\ o) (=]
mentary! | am very excited to introduce myself as the ﬁ‘b e
new Title Reading teacher this year. | will be sending ¢ i

you numerous reading articles through the ECHO and| Awesome Memory Match is a free app that you can
| hope they help you to see reading in a new and fun| use to help your kids work on visualizing.

way. We are all excited for your kiddos to come and | o _
know you are too. | am a mom of three, two of which This is a free app full of Preschool and Kindergarten
will be at Ell-Saline this year! Our summer was amaz-| L€aming Games

ing, but the kids are itching for school. Let me know if

there’s anything | can do to help your family begin a This app is a great resource to use on your kir_ldle or IPAD
new adventure in Reading Jumpstart Preschool 1 Free - Preschool Educational App by

Knowledge Adventure

Katie Swank - .
0 Some awesome websites to help your students read at home are:

http://www.starfall.com/
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http://pbskids.org/superwhy/#/game/wonderredconcentration




ELL-SALINE ELEMENTARY
BOOK FAIR...... A READING OASIS
The theme for the 2013 Book Fair is Reading Oasis. The Book Fair will be

held TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 from 5:00 PM - 6:30 PM in the Ell-
Saline Elementary School Cafeteria.

Cookies and ice cream will be served to all who attend the Fair, so come
and join the fun.

Each teacher will have a wish list available in case you would like to donate a book to one of the classrooms.
Bookplates will be available so your name can be included inside the book(s) you purchase to give. This year
the Book Fair books will be available for browsing and purchase during Parent Teacher conferences on Sept.
25 from 4:15-8:00 PM and Sept. 26. from 7:00 AM until 7:00 PM. The books will be set up in the Elementary
Library. Please feel free to stop by and have a look. It’s a perfect opportunity to make those surprise pur-
chases you don’t want the kids to see just yet.

We hope to include a “GRAND EVENT” in our Book Fair schedule for the first time. This would be a time
specifically set apart for grandparents to look through the Book Fair with their grandchildren. The tentative
date is Wednesday, September 25. As plans are finalized, invitations will be sent home with students to share
with their grandparents and/or special older adults in their lives. Be sure to watch for more information.

A huge thank you goes out to all the volunteers who have signed up to help with the Book Fair. The event is
successful only because of the time and talents given by our generous patrons. Thank you!!

SIRO Coxrmnex?

I want to thank USD #307 for being so accepting of me as their new SRO, | cannot wait to get started. The
month of July was spent with training that included D.A.R.E. instructor training and School Resource Offi-
cer training, its been a long month but worth every minute!

I am very honored to be a part of this great team that | have already noticed that exists. | want everyone to
know that my door is always open! Parents, if you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to
contact me at the school or by e-mail, JHammonds@ellsaline.org . Staff and ESPECIALLY students, if |
can ever be of help please do not hesitate in tracking me down and talking to me! YOU are why | am here!
My goal is to be a resource to parents, teachers and students and to provide a safe environment for learning
to take place, please let me know if I can be of any help to you!

I’m writing this on August 12" and realizing that in 10 days school will be starting! Since being selected for
this awesome position | have been counting down the days until August 22™ arrives, | can’t wait to start get-
ting to know everyone and being a part of your lives! wssog,
= -,
& %,

Thank you again for your acceptance and trust that you have placed in N 'Hg‘
me! ‘&ﬁ-j
Y = c

Deputy Jerry Hammonds
Ell-Saline School Resource Officer COMMITTED T2 KANSAS KD




Kansas FFA Association
Website: www.ksffa.org

Facebook: facebook.com/ksffa

Twitter: @KansasFFA | Hashtag: #ksffa
Blog: kansasffaconvention.blogspot.com
Flickr: flickr.com/ksffa

Instagram: @ksffa | Hashtag: #ksffa

For more information, contact:
Shannon Krueger

Convention Media Room Director

(785) 479-1633

kansasffa@gmail.com

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 31, 2013

85th Kansas FFA Convention Recognizes Member Achievements.
Manhattan, Kan. - One of the largest annual gatherings of Kansas high
school students concluded Friday as more than 2,000 FFA members, agri-
cultural educators and supporters closed the final session of the 85th Kan-
sas FFA Convention. This event was held on the campus of Kansas State
University in Manhattan.

The convention theme, “Grow,” inspired members’ growth as future leaders
in agriculture, their communities and the world. The theme also reflects the
many opportunities FFA offers students to develop their potential through
Career Development Event (CDE), Supervised Agricultural Experience
(SAE) programs and more.

Convention guests heard from the retiring 2012-2013 state FFA officer team
and motivational speakers Mark Black and Harriet Turk, as well as K-State
linebacker Tre Walker and Greg Peterson of the popular Peterson Farm
Brothers YouTube song parodies.

Forty members were awarded proficiency awards for accomplishing specific
career goals in their SAE programs. The State FFA degree, the highest
honor a state association can bestow, was awarded to 236 members. Three
of those recipients were recognized for having the best SAE programs in
the state. Star in Agribusiness honors were awarded to Bryan Otott of the
Washington County FFA Chapter; Star in Agricultural Placement was
awarded to Rich Ryckert from the Paola FFA Chapter; and Star Farmer was
presented to Zachary Foster of the Labette County FFA Chapter.

“The Kansas FFA Convention continued the 85-year tradition of developing
students’ potential in premier leadership, personal growth and career suc-
cess,” said Emily Beneda, Kansas FFA president and member of the Wil-
son FFA Chapter. “We proudly celebrated the work and achievements of
Kansas FFA members and future leaders of the agriculture industry.”

Flyte, the National FFA mascot, made a special appearance throughout the
convention. Attendees also were entertained by 69 members performing in
the Kansas FFA Band and Choir, as well as a laser light show before each
session, sponsored by the K-State College of Agriculture.

In addition to individual recognition, entire FFA chapters were recognized
through National Chapter Awards and the Triple Crown Award. The coveted
Triple Crown distinguishes the top state chapter in the areas of student,
chapter and community development and was awarded to the Chapman
FFA Chapter.

During the final session, six extraordinary members were elected to serve
as the 2013-2014 state FFA officer team. Lindy Bilberry, Garden City FFA,
was elected President of the Association. Other team members are Vice
President Carrie Carlson, Centre FFA; Secretary Chance Hunley, Riverton
FFA; Treasurer Cody Holliday, Jackson Heights FFA; Reporter Daryl Sim-
mons, Minneapolis FFA; and Sentinel Elizabeth Allen, Holton FFA.

The Kansas FFA Association is a statewide organization of 8,343 agricul-
tural education students in 165 chapters in every corner of Kansas. It is part
of the National FFA Organization, a national youth organization of 557,318
student members preparing for leadership and careers in the science, busi-
ness and technology of agriculture with 7,498 local chapters in all 50 states,
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. Our mission is to make a positive differ-
ence in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leader-
ship, personal growth and career success through agricultural education.
Visit www.ksffa.org and www.ksffafoundation.org for more information.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 30, 2013

Ell-Saline FFA member wins state proficiency award

MANHATTAN, Kan. — A member of the Ell-Saline FFA Chapter was
recognized May 30 for having one of the best agricultural career experi-
ence programs in the state at the 85th Kansas FFA Convention.

Mike Pieschl received a State FFA Proficiency Award in Agriculture Me-
chanics Design and Fabrication Entrepreneurship during the convention for
outstanding accomplishments he has made in developing programs that
will prepare him for a career in agriculture. This award is sponsored by
Abilene Machine.

The proficiency award program recognizes students for exceptional accom-
plishments and excellence in a Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE)
program. This program allows students to set goals and gain real-world
experience in a chosen area of the agriculture industry.

Pieschl designs and fabricates custom projects such as corral panels and
gates. He also designs and creates western-style household decor. He mar-
kets his products at area craft shows and online. Profits from these have
allowed Pieschl to further invest in his business by purchasing a hydraulic
press. After high school, he plans to study aerospace engineering. Pieschl
is the son of Tony and Pat Pieschl. His advisor is Lee Weis.

Photos are available upon request. Please contact Shannon Krueger at

(785) 479-1633 or media@ksffa.org.

The Kansas FFA Association is a statewide organization of 8,343 agricul-
tural education students in 162 chapters in every corner of Kansas. It is
part of the National FFA Organization,a national youth organization of
557,318 student members preparing for leadership and careers in the
science, business and technology of agriculture with 7,498 local chapters
in all 50 states, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. Our mission is to make
a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential
for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agri-
cultural education. Visit www.ksffa.org for more information.
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AMERICAN VOLLEYBALL
COACHES ASSOCIATION »

ESHS VOLLEYBALL TEAM
EARNS AVCA AWARD

The American Volleyball Coaches Association (AVCA) announced in August that 622 teams
from across the country earned the AVCA Team Academic Award for the 2012-2013 season.
The State qualifying Ell-Saline High School Volleyball Team was one of those being honored.

This award, which was initiated in the 1992-93 academic year, honors collegiate and high
school volleyball teams that displayed excellence in the classroom during the school year by
maintaining at least a 3.30 cumulative team grade point average on a 4.0 scale or a 4.10 cumu-

lative team GPA on a 5.0 scale.

Congratulations to Coach Jensen, Assistant Coach Wilson and the Ell-Saline High School Vol-

leyball Team! We are proud of you!
Darby Wikoff Darriane Wikoff
Paige Johnson

Taylor Albers Danielle Sprinkle

Aubrey Wilson
Morgan Kindlesparger Emma Drees

Baily Goddard
Sesely Omli

Emily Work
Melissa Wimer

There are new guidelines to the
school breakfast and lunch pro-
gram. Check out our new Food
Service Information web page.

Located under the Parent tab on
the www.ellsaline.org website.

Date: Wed, Sept. 11th
Time: 4 p.m
Location: TBD (possible library)

Bring a dance you have prepared... it can be kick, hip
hop, pom or a combo of any.
Make it a minute to minute and a half in length.
You can wear dance attire
(tights, dance shorts, tank tops, leotard, etc.).

You will also be taught a dance that you will be
performing within a group.

Keep checking the www.ellsaline.org website for
updates—under the MS/HS cheerleading category.




FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT’'S DESK

Greetings and Welcome to the 2013-2014 school year at Ell-Saline USD 307. Another summer has come to a close and
a new school year has opened up. This year we went back to only a partial week to start with and everyone seemed to
hold up well and the year has started very smoothly in each building.

Every year brings new beginnings with the accompanying excitement and apprehension. The excitement stems from:
having several new staff members sharing either their prior experiences or fresh out of college ideas; our second year of
All-Day Kindergarten; knowing that the staff has attended workshops and classes over the summer to improve instruc-
tion; having students and staff around again; the buses being all shined up after a year of road grime; and new students
and families to our district with us. The apprehension stems from: have all of the materials/supplies that were ordered
come in; is all of the technology working as it is supposed to be; do we have enough desks for everyone; do we have
everyone on a bus route that is supposed to be; is the air conditioning working; with all of the increased traffic on the
roads is everyone being extra careful; how are our new staff and students adapting and are we helping them to feel wel-
come. Sadly, as the year goes by we normally get caught up in the daily routines and we tend to lose the “excitement”
that comes with the beginning of the year. On the other hand, we normally discover that our apprehensions were all
taken care of and that it has been another good beginning of a new school year. This year again has been no different.
We appear to be off to a GREAT start!

Our student enrollment looks like it is going to be very close to what it was last year but only the number of students with
us on September 20 will count toward state funding. At last count we are up by one student over last year. As has been
the case for the last few years, one of the pieces of information that | think tells a great deal about the education our stu-
dents receive, and the reputation that Ell-Saline USD 307 has, is in the large number of out-of-district students that apply
to attend with us. At the August board meeting, 20 new out-of-district students were approved and many more potential
students were not even brought to the board for approval because our class sizes are already at capacity. We could
have opened a third section of All-Day Kindergarten with the number of potential students that we had to turn away. This
number of new out-of-district students is lower than in past years but that is not because of a lower number wanting to
come. It's because this year we have 30 in-district kindergarten students so we only had room for a very low number of
out-of-district students. Overall, just over 43% of our students are from out-of-district. Word continues to get out about
the many good things we do here for students.

Again this year we have a few new staff members that will help us to do even better. District wide we have 18 teachers,
administrators, sponsors and classified staff members that are either new to the district or are in a new role this year.
New at the elementary school are: Kim Parks, 1* Grade; Katie Swank, Title I; Megan Loder, Full-Time Title Reading
Teaching Assistant; Mindy Schneider, Part-time Title Math Para and Lunch/Recess Aide; Anita Bird, secretary; and Mary
Plott is a Student Teacher in Mary Ellen Muninger's 4™ Grade classroom. New at the MS/HS are: Julie Glenn, upper
level Math; Amanda Little, upper level English and Drama/Forensics Sponsor; Jeff Westover, Social Science, MS Ass't.
Football and Boys’ Basketball Coach; Jim Proseus, Full-time Math Para; Danielle White, Part-time IDL Spanish Para;
Kris Bell and Darcy Bradley, MS Cheerleader Co-Sponsors; Nikki Davenport, HS Cheerleader and Dance Sponsor;
Brian Morris, Head MS Football and Boys’ Basketball Coach; Norm Jennings, Asst. MS Football Coach; Brandon Toll,
Asst. HS Football Coach; and Jeff Vogt, Head HS Girls’ Basketball Coach. Jerry Hammonds is our new School Re-
source Officer (SRO). Lynn Davis will be our new Board Clerk when Susan Rose retires November 1. Michelle Cooper
and Mitch Drees are our two new Board of Education members. We welcome each of these individuals and look forward
to many good years of working together.

A challenge every year is in building a budget that provides us with the resources necessary to continue to provide the
opportunities that help our students be successful. We also balance that with being mindful of not placing too much ad-
ditional tax burden on our patrons. Again this year | feel that we have been able to meet both of those criteria. Unfortu-
nately the legislature did not approve any increase in the Base State Aid Per Pupil (BSAPP), last year was the second,
and final, year of our New Facilities Weighting and our district valuation went down slightly ($45,000). We do anticipate
an increase in both the number of students enrolled and in the number of students qualifying for Free Lunches both of
which will help offset the loss of the New Facilities Weighting dollars. As a result of the accumulation of each of those
just mentioned pieces of the budget, the mill levy for this year’s budget did increase slightly (1.121 mills). We are appre-
ciative of the support our patrons continue to give us and we strive to be good stewards of your tax dollars.

Thank you for your continued trust and confidence in the Ell-Saline USD 307 school district. You can be assured that
your children are receiving a quality education. Please call or stop in so we can visit about the good things going on in
your district.



Four years ago we began using the automated calling system School Messenger to quickly get out
information to parents and staff about weather emergencies or upcoming events. It has been used
to let them know such things as weather related school closings, changes in the school calendar,
reminders of Parent Teacher Conferences, picture days, CPTA events, etc. We could also use the
system to communicate school happenings with our patrons that don’t have any students in school.
If you are interested in receiving this type of information on your phone please let me know and we
can put together a Patron Group. You can either call the District Office at 225-6813 and give your
name and phone number to me or Lynn Davis, Office Assistant, or e-mail me at jminne-
man@ellsaline.org.

Lion’s Club

Spaghetti Dinner
Brookville City Hall

S0)300)
Rafile

Saturday, September 28th
4:00 p.m.— 8:00 p.m.

Proceeds go to help fund a new HVAC system at City Hall
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Check for changes at www.ellsaline.org

Sept 2 NO SCHOOL—Labor Day Sept 18 FFA/Farm Bureau Ag Awareness Day
Sept 3 NO SCHOOL—Teacher In-Service Day Sept 19 4:00 HS CC @ Bennington

Sept 3 4:00 HS VB @ Elyria Sept 19 4:30 MS VB Marion @ ES

Sept 4 NO SCHOOL—Teacher In-Service Day Sept 19 6:00 MS FB Marion @ ES

Sept 5 8:30 MS/HS Individual Pictures Sept 20 7:00 HS FB Moundridge @ ES

Sept 5 MS/HS Fall Sports Pictures Sept 20 Staff Appreciation Night

Sept 5 9:00 Kids Ag Awareness Day @ Ag Hall Sept 21 ACT Test Date

Sept 5 4:00 HS CC Invitational @ Tescott Sept 21 TBA HS VB Tournament @ Tescott
Sept 5 4:30 MS VB Trinity Catholic @ ES Sept 22 First Day of Autumn

Sept 5 6:00 MS FB Trinity Catholic @ ES Sept 23 6:00 JV FB @ Moundridge

Sept 6 7:00 HS FB @ Marion Sept 24 4:00 HS VB @ Moundridge

Sept 6 State Fair Begins Sept 24 4:30 HS CC @ Southeast of Saline
Sept 8 State Fair Week Sept 24 4:30 MS VB Bennington @ ES

Sept 8 National Grandparent’s Day Sept 24 5:00-6:30 ESEL Book Fair

Sept 9 State Fair Trip @ Hutchinson Sept 24 6:00 MS FB Bennington @ ES

Sept 9 6:00 JV FB Marion @ ES Sept 25 9:00 FFA Greenhand Conf. @ Salina
Sept 9 7:00 BOE Mtg. @ DO Sept 25 10:30 HOA Leadership Conf. @ HCC
Sept 10 Jr. Magazine Sales Sept 25 4:15-8:15 Parent/Teacher Conference
Sept 10 4:00 HS VB @ Bennington Sept 26 NO SCHOOL

Sept 12 4:30 MS VB @ Inman Sept 26 7:00am-7:30pm Parent/Teacher Conference
Sept 12 6:00 MS FB @ Inman Sept 26 NO SCHOOL

Sept 12 6:30-8:00 Bigs Training @ MS/HS Sept 27 NO SCHOOL

Sept 13 7:00 HS FB @ Remington Sept 27 ACT Test Registration Deadline

Sept 14 K-State Band Day @ Manhattan Sept 27 7:00 HS FB Sedgwick @ ES

Sept 14 TBA HS VB Tournament @ Sylvan Grove Sept 27 Marching Band

Sept 16 6:00 JV FB Remington @ ES Sept 27 Little Cheerleaders Night

Sept 16 6:30 CPFTA @ EL Sept 28 9:00 JV VB @ Inman

Sept 17 4:00 HS VB @ Remington Sept 30 NO SCHOOL—Teacher In-Service Day
Sept 18 9:00 FFA @ Chapman Sept 30 6:00 JV FB @ Sedgwick



