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NOVEMBER 11 BOARD MEETING REPORT 
 
All board members were present.  Action taken was on a 7-0 
vote unless noted otherwise. 
 
7:00 P.M.     REGULAR MEETING 
 
AUDIENCE WITH THE BOARD:  None 
 
REPORTS 
2012-2013 Fiscal Audit – Craig Dassow and  Amy Dauer of 
Clubine & Rettele  reported the  findings  of last years’ audit.   
The  financial  records  were  all in  order  and  no significant  
deficiencies  were  noted.   They commented  on  the  coopera-
tion  of  the District Office staff (Treasurer Ann Krone and 
Clerk Susan Rose) in the manner that they provided the neces-
sary records and answered questions. 
 
BOE – Jeff Parker reminded the board about the SHESC Legis-
lative Luncheon on Thursday, November 14. 
 
Mrs. Sprinkle – Her report included:  information learned at the 
Next Generation Assessment and the KSDE Fall Assessment 
conferences; staff are visiting area schools to learn more about 
the use of iPads in instruction; and the Kansas State Statute 72-
6439 in which it states that the State Board of Education has 
the authority to establish curriculum standards and to provide 
for statewide assessments in the core academic areas. 
 
Mrs. Wildeman – Her report included:  three volleyball players 
being named to the HOA All-League team; the HS FACS class 
is cooking meals for the monthly Ell-Saline Lions Club; state 
Cross Country results; and highlights from the KSDE Fall As-
sessment Conference she attended. 
 
Mr. Minneman – His report included:  preliminary results of 
the KSDE Audit performed last week and it appears that we 
will be able to republish our budget and gain approximately 
$37,000 in budget authority; read one thank you note; and dates 
that he will be attending meetings out of the district before the 
next meeting. 
 
BUSINESS 
Boys’ Golf Request—This item was back on the agenda from 
last month with the additional information requested by the 
board.  At the present time there are 14 students interested in 
participating this spring.  An individual offered to anony-
mously donate monies to cover the costs of the program for 
approximately 6- or 7-years.  The board approved the request 
to start a boys’ golf team this spring and to accept the anony-
mous donation. 
 
 

CPTA Fundraiser Request—The request by CPTA to hold a year-
round gift card fundraiser was approved. 
 
FFA Out-of-State Travel Request—The request by Mr. Weis for 
him and 12 students to attend the National Western Livestock 
Show in Denver from January 18-20 was approved. 
 
Approve Hew Hires—The following were approved:  Cary Wil-
son as HS Asst. Girls’ Basketball Coach and Norm Jennings as 
MS Asst. Boys’ Basketball Coach. 
 
Act on Bus Bids—Since the used 2012 bus that was approved at 
the October board meeting was no longer available, the bid sub-
mitted last month from Kansas Truck of $80,717.00 for a new 
2015 65-passenger Blue Bird bus with an extended warranty and 
no trade-in was approved. 
 
Board Policy Updates—The 1st reading of several policies was 
held.  Since this was the 1st reading no action could be taken and 
they will be brought back to the December board meeting for 
action. 
 
KASB Legislative Platform and Delegate Assembly Representa-
tive—The platform was reviewed and the consensus was that 
USD 307 supports all of the recommendations with the exception 
of two.  Those are Teacher Negotiations and Teacher Due Proc-
ess.  The USD 307 position is that no change is needed in the 
current statutes.  Jeff Parker volunteered to be the board’s Dele-
gate Assembly Representative. 
 
Kansas College and Career Ready Standards—The administra-
tion shared additional information on the new standards and as-
sessments.  KSDE staff will be taking to the State Board of Edu-
cation in December the recommendation that Smarter Balance be 
the assessment for grades 3-8 with other options available for 
grades 9-12.  The board passed Resolution 514 “urging Kansas 
legislators to preserve the current standards and educational path 
of the State of Kansas Public Schools”.  This resolution will soon 
be placed on the district web site. 

 
There were no Executive Sessions. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:04 p.m. 
 
The next regular meeting will be Monday, December 9 at 7:00 
p.m. in the District Office in Brookville.  If anyone wishes to 
have an item added to the agenda, please contact President Jeff 
Parker, Vice-President Marty Kramer or the District Office two 
weeks prior to the meeting. 
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1/2 Hog Raffle  
Winners 

 
 

Congratulations to Dee 
Alvarez and Paul 
Ferrell, winners of the 
Ell-Saline High School 
Cheerleaders ½ hog 
Fundraiser.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*A special thank you to Grandpa 
Dan Peterson (Sydney Omli’s 
grandpa) for donating the hog, 
it was much appreciated!! 

 

BRANSON GETAWAY!! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Congratulations to Clint Loder, 
winner of the Cardinal Foundation 

Branson Getaway! 
 

The getaway for the 2 weekend night or 3 
weekday night stay in a deluxe one bedroom 
accommodation at a Wyndham resort in 
Branson, MO, was drawn at half-time of the 
final high school home football game Friday, 
October 25.  Thank you to the Ell-Saline pa-
tron who generously donated the “Getaway”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every year, KMEA (Kansas Music Educators Association) has district level competitions for high school band and 

vocal students.  All musicians in classes 1A-6A compete against each other, so our kids are competing against mu-

sicians from Salina South, Manhattan High School, Salina Central, etc.   This year we had 5 qualify in band and 1 

qualify in vocal.  They will rehearse and perform at Manhattan High School on December 7.  

 

By qualifying at district, these musicians are now eligible to compete for a spot in the state-wide band or choir 

that rehearses and performs in Wichita’s Century II.  

 

Band Students:     Choir Student: 

Spencer Kochanowski – 1
st

 part, 1
st

 chair — Alto Saxophone Garrett Schuman — Tenor Vocalist 

Morgan Parker – 1
st

 part, 1
st

 chair — Timpani 

Riley Drees – 1
st

 part, 2
nd

 chair — Tenor Saxophone 

Levi Holcom – 2
nd

 part, 4
th

 chair — Clarinet 

ToriLynn Miser – 4
th

 part, 1
st

 chair — French Horn 

 

We also have middle school students participating in the North Central KMEA Honor Band and Choir in Janu-

ary at Junction City Middle School. 

 

Band students:     Choir Students: 

Avery Bradley – 1
st

 part, 1
st

 chair — Tenor Saxophone  Ashley Akin 

Madelyn Hayes – 1
st

 part, 2
nd

 chair — Clarinet   Faith Wolf 

Lyndsi Weems – 1
st

 part, 4
th

 chair — Clarinet   Reis Jennings 

Colton White – 1
st

 part, 4
th

 chair — Alto Saxophone  Dylan White 

 
 



 

 

3 

SRO Corner!SRO Corner!  

 

 

Dear parent of a teenager, 

 

Hey there.  It’s me, the SRO, the Jolly Rancher Man, or Deputy Hammonds.  I just wanted to take a few minutes and share some 

thoughts with you about your student.  I know that no two people will ever see things entirely the same way, but as one who works 

with students on a regular basis, I just wanted to say a few words that might encourage you and help you with your teenager. 

 

Before you get the idea that this is an “us versus them” sort of letter, let me first say I want to encourage you to keep up the good 

work.  I know that at the very core, we all want the very best for your student.  I know that you are working hard, trying to balance 

family obligations and work commitments, and doing your best to mentor and love your student.  Keep that up!  The amount of in-

fluence you have in the life of your student is remarkable, so use that time wisely. 

 

If you’d allow me, I would love to share some thoughts with you as we work together to encourage your student as they journey 

through this period of their life. 

 

First, let me encourage you to stay involved in every aspect of your student’s life.  I often hear parents say that they don’t want to 

convey to their student that they don’t trust them.  May I say with all due respect that your job as a parent is not to trust your stu-

dent, but to raise them.  As a parent of two girls and one boy, I know how easy it is to let them do their own thing, to not worry 

about what they are watching, what friends they are spending time with, and the way they are behaving around others.  It takes 

hard work to stay involved, vigilant, and watchful.  But time is short, so invest the time, put in the hard work and guide and mentor 

them.  Trusting them comes later. 

 

Secondly, let me encourage you to be a student of your student.  Your teen is navigating a gauntlet of trials, temptations, social 

networks, interactions, pressures, and more.  Be aware of your student’s struggles, their strengths, and the areas where they need 

more encouragement.  Study them, stay informed, and know what they are facing.  It does not make you “un-cool” that you have 

no clue what Snapchat or Kik is, or that you don’t know what your student is posting on Instagram or Facebook.  And furthermore, 

let me just say that if you don’t have some sort of filters or accountability software on your student’s phone, tablet, and computer, 

you are playing with fire.  Stay informed, and know your student better than the social networks do. 

 

Probably the most important thing I would challenge you with is to avoid being “friends” with your student.  I see a lot of parents 

who want to be “best buddies” with their teen, and I beg you not to fall into that trap.  Should you have a loving, playful, deep rela-

tionship with your student?  Of course!  But your student needs you to set boundaries, to clearly establish right and wrong, to set 

an example, and to train and equip them for real life.  The LAST thing they need is more friends.  Check their social networks; they 

already have over 1,000 friends.  Be their parent – that’s most important. 

 

Most of all, know that I’m with you, I’m rooting for you, your student, and your family.  I want nothing more in life than for your stu-

dent to know the joy, the hope, and the peace that comes from living a full life by making great decisions in everything that they 

do.  We’re in this together.  I’m excited about what is going on in the life of your student, and I know you are going to play a huge 

role in the future decisions that your student makes.  Thanks for trusting me as we partner together! 

 

Trust me; I know being a parent is not easy but when we take the time to invest and be involved in their lives, you will be rewarded 

one day by knowing that you had a huge part in your child’s success!  



 

 

4 

Ell-Saline Wellness Committee News 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Honoring the Professionalism and Commitment of Child Nutrition Programs 
 
Becky Walters and Susan Reiff were recently awarded the Bronze Level Certificate and Pin for completing 30 
hours of School Nutrition Classes and Training.  This Award is given through Child Nutrition and Wellness of 
the Kansas Department of Education.  Thank you Becky and Susan for your efforts to expand your Food Ser-
vice knowledge and skills as you serve the Ell-Saline Students and Staff .  
 
The Ell-Saline Wellness Committee receives The Kansas Sunflower Spotlight award 
for “Promoting A Healthier School Environment”.  
 
In September of 2012 the Ell-Saline Wellness Committee applied for and received a KSDE grant called Fam-
ily Fun and Fitness.  With the funding, required itinerary and suggestions from the grant, the committee joined 
with the CPTA in their “Go For the Gold” Carnival with learning games that promote healthy eating, My Plate 
requirements and Physical timed and skill games for all age levels.   
 
Becky Walters, Chair of the Wellness Committee accepted the award on October 19, 2013 at the School Nutri-
tion Association of Kansas Annual Conference in Topeka, KS.  The award was given by Child Nutrition and 
Wellness of KSDE. 
 
Ell-Saline Wellness Committee- 
 
You might say, Ell-Saline Wellness Committee, I didn’t know we had one.  Your Wellness committee is busy 
behind the scenes.  Applying for grants to help purchase Elementary/MS/HS PE supplies, for the Elementary 
“Body Walk” and Community “Family Fun and Fitness”.  They have also applied and received the Power Pan-
ther Pals Grants for the first and fourth grades and After School to learn to Eat Right and Play Hard.  The well-
ness Committee has encouraged staff wellness with walking activities and healthy challenges.  
 
This spring the Wellness Committee will be encouraging our Ell-Saline Staff to join in Power Panther Profes-
sional.  Staff will be challenged to create a personalized nutrition and Physical activity plan with tips and sup-
port to make healthier choices.  
Ell-Saline Staff- - get ready for a fun upcoming Wellness Challenge.  
 
 
Your Ell-Saline Wellness Committee, 
 
Becky Walters, Susie Omli, Tami Jensen, Delisa Nelson, Nathan Burgess, 
Margaret Shaver, Janelle Stelter and Jerry Minneman 
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November 
Student/Staff of the Month 

 
 

 
 

Catelyn Richards is our November high school student 
of the month!  She is a sophomore with a 4.0 grade point 
average.  Catelyn is active within the school, as she partici-
pates in volleyball, track, BIGS, Friends of Rachel execu-
tive committee, STUCO, FFA, FCA, and Business Pro-
fessionals of America.  In her free time, Catelyn volun-
teers at the Salina Regional Health Center and attends 
Brookville Methodist Church.  She enjoys spending time 
with friends and family, helping out on the farm, and last 
but not least, reading!  Catelyn plans on attending K-
State and pursuing a career in the medical field 

 
 
 
Joel Came is our November middle school student of the 
month!  He is in 7th grade and is the son of Chad and 
Stacy Came.  His siblings include Kyle Came and Shelly 
Ireton.  Joel plays football and basketball.  He also partici-
pates in band and PALS.  Someday Joel intends on going 
to college at K-State and is at this point undecided on his 
major.  Congrats on your nomination, Joel!  
 
 
 

Joan Grover is our staff member of the month!  This is 
her seventh year as a band/choir teacher.  She is in 
charge of pep bad, all school concerts, honors band and 
choir, as well as contests and band trips.  Joan is the direc-
tor of her church choir, plays in the municipal band, and 
is an assistant pianist within her church, as well.  She en-
joys reading, cross-stitching, playing piano, and spending 
time with her grandchildren.  Someday Joan hopes to 
travel all around the country, focusing on Civil War 
battle grounds! 
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Susan Rose, Board Clerk retired after 27 years of dedicated service to 
the USD 307 School District. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The dinner table can be a great place to learn about the day and hear your children read. 
Put a fun bowl in the center of the table. On small pieces of paper write scenarios or ques-
tions you’ve always wanted to ask your kiddos, but can’t seem to find the time to discuss 
them. Examples: 
 
 What do you do when you don’t understand something at 

school? 
 
 If someone asks you to come to their car and have a piece of 

candy what do you do? 
 
 Who is your closest friend at school right now and why? 
 
 What is your favorite thing about yourself? 
 
Each night take turns reading one out loud and sharing around the table. You get a chance 
to hear your children read and interact with them in a whole new way! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Friday, October 25, a Retirement Reception was held in the MS/HS Library for Susan Rose.  Many former and cur-
rent board members, faculty and staff attended with many memories shared and well wishes given.  Susan had been 
with the district for 27 years serving initially in the dual role of Happy Corner Secretary/Board Clerk.  As the district 
grew and the responsibilities of each of those roles expanded, that position eventually was split into two and her sole 
role became that of Board Clerk which she served until her retirement effective October 31.  The Board of Education, 
faculty and staff thank her for all of her years of service to the students of Ell-Saline USD 307 and wish her the best in 
her retirement.  Thank You Susan! 
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Looking for a great gift idea??? 
Here are several, plus you’ll be 

supporting your school….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ell-Saline Booster Club has this and MUCH, MUCH MORE for sale. 
To see everything available and print an order form, please visit 

www.ellsaline.org and click on the Booster Club section. Please turn 
orders into the school office (MS/HS or Elem.) or mail order forms to: 

Cher Richards, 8285 W. Schilling Rd., Salina, KS 67401. 
Any questions, please contact Cher Richards @ 785-822-2776. 

 
ORDER DEADLINE—December 6th 

THANK YOU for supporting Ell-Saline!!!! 



 

 

8 

An Equal Employment/Educational Opportunity Agency 
The Ell-Saline U.S.D. 307 Board of Education does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, national origin, handicap or age in admission or access to, or 

treatment in, its programs or activities.  Any questions regarding in the board’s compliance with Title VI, Title IX, or Section 504 may be directed to the Title IX 
coordinator, who can be reached at (785) 225-6813, 412 E. Anderson, P.O. Box 157, Brookville, KS 67425, or to the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, U.S. 

Department of Education. 
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District Office 
412 E. Anderson P.O. Box 157 
Brookville, KS 67425-0157 
(785) 225-6813 

Middle/High School 
414 E. Anderson P.O. Box 97 
Brookville, KS 67425-0097 
(785) 225-6633 

Elementary School 
1757 N. Halstead Rd. 
Salina, KS 67401 
(785) 827-8891 

Ell-Saline USD 307 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Check for changes at www.ellsaline.org 

Dec.  2 5:00 HS BB Gatorade Scrimmage @ ES 
Dec.  2 6:00 HS Winter Sports Parent Mtg. 
Dec.  3 9:00 HS Winter Sports Pictures 
Dec.  3 9:00 HS Yearbook Pictures 
Dec.  3 4:00 MS BB Marion @ ES 
Dec.  4 9:00  FFA @ Manhattan 
Dec.  5 4:00 MS BB @ Inman 
Dec.  6 4:30 HS BB @ Trinity Catholic 
Dec.  7 8:00 HS KMEA @ Manhattan 
Dec.  9 4:00 MS BB Trinity Catholic @ ES 
Dec.  9 5:45 HS BB Tournament @ Lincoln 
Dec.  9 7:00 BOE @ ESDO 
Dec.  12 4:00 MS BB @ Sedgwick 
Dec.  13 7:00 HS BB Tournament @ Lincoln 
Dec.  14 ACT Test Date 
 

Dec.  14 TBA HS BB Tournament @ Lincoln 
Dec.  17 4:30 HS BB Canton/Galva @ ES 
Dec.  20 8:20 EL Christmas Parties 
Dec.  20 4:30 HS BB Little River @ ES 
Dec.  20 Fall State Recognition 
Dec.  20 End of Quarter/Semester 
Dec.  21 First Day of Winter 
Dec.  23 NO SCHOOL - Teacher Workday 
Dec.  23  -   27 KSHSAA Non-Practice Days 
Dec.  23  -  Jan. 5 Winter Break 
Dec.  24 Christmas Eve 
Dec.  25 Christmas Day 
Dec.  31 New Year’s Eve 
Jan.     1 New Year’s Day 
Jan.     6 Classes Resume 
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