FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT'S DESK

Here we are already! This Thursday marks the end of the third g-weeks! In just three short months school will be out for the summer.
Between now and then there is a considerable amount yet to be accomplished for this year as well as planning to be done for next year.

We appreciate all the parents that took the time to come and visit with us during the Parent-Teacher Conferences. That communication
and support is very important in your child’'s education.

Within the next couple of weeks, our students will begin taking the state assessments. This year various grade levels will be tested in
Math, Reading, Science and Social Studies. The students and staff have besn working hard in preparation of the assessments as we
look to continue our tradition of numerous students and classes scoring in the Exemplary category and meeting the Standard of
Excellence. We ask that you encourage your children to do their best, get adequate sleep and eat a nutritious breakfast during these

testing days.

Again this year the legislative session is proving to be as challenging as was anticipated. Several education bills have been introduced
so far this session but very few of them have a positive impact on us or K-12 education in general. There have also been a few tax
overhaul bills presented that would reduce the amount of state revenue which in turn would not lead to restoring the funding cuts of the
past years. Most of these proposed bills have come from the House which is dominated by conservatives and they are taking Gov.
Brownback’s lead. The Senate is more favorable toward education and other quality of life services and is not proposing the type of
reductions as is the House. Bulleted below are some of the bills that would have the most setious consequence on both schools and all

taxpayers.

e SB 317 and HB 2501 These bills exclude trade fixtures from definition of real property, real estate, and land when
determining the assessed valuation of real property; reduces tax base. |f passed this bill would have seriocus
consequences on everyone—particularly owners of real estate. This bill would reduce by billions of dollars the value of
tax valuation primarily for manuafacturing companies which would result in millions of dollars less in tax revenue to the
state. This would mean that the state would have considerably less resources available to fund the amount/services that
it does currently. If passed this would have a tremendous negative impact on everyone that owns any other taxable
property as taxes on that would likely increase considerably.

e SB 339 — Governor's tax reform bill; reduces individual income tax; gradually eliminates by limiting spending to 2 percent
revenue growth. If passed it would reduce the amount of revenue to the state which would mean reductions in the
amount/quality of services provided by the state. If passed this would have a negative impact on schools as well as all
citizens of Kansas.

e SB 350 - Graduated increase in base state aid. This bill would maintain the current funding formula and restore over time
the cuts in funding of the last few years. It would be good for schools.

« HB 2493 and SB 311 - Supplemental appropriations; maintains $3,780 BSAPP. It is important that this be passed so that
our budgests will not be cut this school year. it would be good for schools.

| encourage you to contact your local legislators and share with them how this would have a negative impact on our students and
encourage them to provide the necessary amount of funding for education. Contact information for our local legislators is provided
below.

Thank you for your continued trust and confidence in the Ell-Saline USD 307 school district. You can be assured that your children are
receiving a quality education. Please call or stop in so we can visit about the many good things going on in your district and we can get

to know each other.

Sen. Pete Brungardt

State Capitol Building

Room 136-E

300 SW 10" Street

Topeka, KS 66612
785-298-7390

Pate Brungardi@senate ks.gov

Rep. Steven Johnson

Docking State Office Building
915 SW Harrison

Topeka, KS 66612
785-296-7696

steven.johnson @house ks.gov

Rep. Charles Roth

State Capitol Building
Room 174-W

300 SW 10" Street
Topeka, KS 86612
785-296-7689

charles roth@house.ks.gov

Rep. Tom Arpke

Docking State Office Building
915 SW Harrison

Topeka, KS 66612
785-296-7643

tom.arpke @house ks.gov
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membering Reed

Reed D. Krone
.}
/ -

£- 5
W\

October 15, 2009 — March 03, 2011

When: Monday, March 5, 2012
@ 1:30 —2:15PM
Where: Ell-Saline’s big gym
*We will meet in the gym and walk as a school and
community to Reed’s graveside — rain or shine.*

Father Peter O’Donnell, an associate pastor at
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Salina, will be
officiating this short service.

Please join us for this special time
of remembrance, prayer, and
renewed faith, hope, and love.



he February Student of the W _/ “
| lonth is Junior Missy Wimer. S
e is the daughter of Joel and
erry Wimer, with her two
brothers, Matthew and Michael. Missy is
8 i nior Class secretary, an FFA Officer, and
Jates in PALS/FOR, Big Brothers/Big Siste
leyball, softball, FFA, FCA, NHS, and Re
ife. Outside of school, she is a part of he
group and she voluntee
hospital. She enjoys sper
with her friends and £:
high school, Missy pl:
college to become a
nurse, but is undecic
she would







- The February Statf Member

of the Month is Adam

McDaniel. He is the Middle/
High School Principal, and
the Quiz Bowl and Sophomore Class Sponsor. He
also participates in all of the district committees
for the Middle/High School. In his spare time, he
enjoys reading, going to movies, cheering on the

Cardinals, and spending time with family and
friends. This is his last year at Ell-Saline, because
he is going to be the Superintendent/Elementary
Principal for USD 105. He is proud to be a part of

Ell-Saline and our new tradition of excellence.
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