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Naleb Wy iehair

‘ Kaleb Whitehair is the
October Student of the
Month. Kaleb is the son of
Paul Whitehair and Denise
Thompson. He has 2
brothers, Kendle and
Kolby. Kaleb is a member
of Friends of Rachel, FCA,
the Bullying Committee,
football, basketball, track, Big Brothers/Big Sis-
ters, and is the "Hashtag #Swag” Vice-President.
A He enjoys sports, eating, working out, video
/ games, and spending time with his family. Kaleb’s
- future plans involve going to college to play Divi-
sion 1 football and to major in sports marketing,
with a minor in business and to become a sports
agent. After college, he plans on getting married
and moving to Colorado or New York. He doesn't
plan on having kids, because they are expensive
and eat everything. After retirement, he would
like to travel the world.
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Reading Together to Build
Early Literacy

Early stages Developing
language is the first step in
learning to read, and it
occurs very early in life.
When you read to your
child from the time she is
born, you provide a rich
language environment for
her. Your child hears
words that may not occur
in the normal course of a
day, increasing her expo-
sure to a wide variety of
speech sounds. When you
cradle your baby and read
with inflection in your
voice, your child learns to
associate reading with
love, comfort and pleas-
ure—the beginning of a
positive attitude which
provides motivation for
learning to read.

Toddler years Toddlers
have the reputation for
being on the go, and you
may be discouraged in
your attempts to read to
your child during this stage
of development. But tod-
dlers learn important
things from reading—they
just learn them standing
up! Children this age like
books that have photo-
graphs of objects and text
that names the pictures.
Nursery rhymes and books
with rhyming text are im-
portant because rhyming
promotes the awareness of
letter sounds, which is
necessary for reading. Tod-
dlerhood is the time to

learn how to handle a
book, such as holding the
book right side up and
turning paper pages.
Preschool As children
enter the preschool years,
they develop an apprecia-
tion of the plot and charac-
ters of a story. Exposure to
quality picture books in-
creases your child’s enjoy-
ment of reading and en-
gages his imagination.
More complex stories build
your child’s comprehen-
sion skills and provide a
knowledge base from
which he can understand
concepts and new ideas.
Skills such as identifying
the title of a book, tracing
text with a finger while it is
read, talking about pic-
tures, and speculating
about where the plot is
going are setting the stage
for learning to read in the
early years of school. Liter-
acy also develops when
your child sees printed
words in his environment,
such as signs, lists, menus
or labels. When you read
this “environmental print”
to your child, you show
him that reading is impor-
tant in every day life. Read
to your child each day, no
matter how young she is.
You will be giving her just
the right experiences she
needs to become a good
reader in the future!

Experts say... Reading
experts Susan Hall and
Louise Moats sum up the
benefits of reading aloud to
your child in the early
years.

Your child:

develops background
knowledge for
more complicated
learning

builds vocabulary

is exposed to rich lan-
guage patterns

learns the structure of
a story

learns how to handle
books and Dbe-
comes familiar
with reading

identifies reading as a
pleasurable activ-

ity

Want to read more about
the importance of reading
to your child? Look for
these resources: Straight
Talk About Reading by S.
Hall and L. Moats
Helping Your Child Be-
come a Reader by U. S.
Department of Education
Office of Intergovernmen-
tal Affairs

Birthdays!!!

« Kolter October 14th

« Reese October 18th
« Breck October25th
« Anton November 30th
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SMOKY HILL
EDUCATION
SERVICE CENTER

Phone: (785-577-4270
_Alt Phone: (785)825-9185

Jjrsmith@smokyhill.org

Your Bahy WasBornTo
Learn!

Playgroups

+ Mon Nov 7th Story Time- Pumpkin

Theme
¢ Mon Nov 14th Music & Me

e Tue Nov 15th Tumbling

e Sat Nov 19th Zoo- Turkey theme
Join Parents as Teachers Today!

PAT is for all families in the Ell-Saline
School District with a child aged birth -
3 years of age.

Thanksgiving Fun

The Turkey

Original Author Unknown

The turkey is a funny bird.
Hook thumbs together and
spread fingers to create turkey
tail.

Its head goes wobble, wob-
ble.
Wobble head back and forth.

And all it knows is just one
word:
Hold up one finger.

"Gobble, gobble, gobble.”
Make mouth shape with hand,
opening and closing it while
gobbling.

If You're Thankful and You Know It

to the tune of "If You're Happy and You Know It”
H you're thankful and you know it, clap your
hands.

if you're thankful and you know it, clap your
hands,

If you're thankful and you know it,

Then your face will surely show it,

Hf you're thankful and you know It, clap your
hands.

i you're thankful and you know it, stomp your
feet.

If you're thankful and you know it, stemp your
feet.

If you're thankful and you know it,

Then your face will surely show it

if you're thankful and you know it, stomp your
feet.

If you're thankful and you know it, shout "tam!”
If you're thankful and you know it, shout "T am!”
I you're thankful and you know it,
Then your face will surely show it.
if you're thankful and you know it, shout "I am?!"

if you're thankful and you know it, do all three,
If you're thankful and you kiow it, do all three.
I you're thankful and you know it,
Then your face will surely show it.
f vou're thankful and you know it, do all three,




